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Sometimes in life we have one of those moments when we wonder, “what am I doing?” or, “what is the 
meaning of this?”  Like ten years ago, as I was having a garage sale and of course, like all garage sales, I had a 
cheap bin full of things I didn’t want or need.  During the sale, a woman came up, picked up some random 
thing, and asked “how much for this?”  So, I told her…  “I don’t know… 25 cents?”.  She then responded, “will 
you take a dime?”    

It was in this moment the question hit me, “What am I doing standing here watching and waiting for her to dig 
in her purse to get an insignificant amount of money to give me for something I don’t even want, and the value 
of which means nothing to her and will not affect me in the least?”  

What dawned on me was the fact there was an obligatory exchange we both felt should take place.  However, 
in the grand scheme of life, what did it matter?   

Half of what people do in the name of Religion has become the same way.   

Our behaviors are reduced to becoming perfunctory, obligatory, and automatic.  Like a cultural norm we 
disassociate from any real meaning.    

Here’s a possible litmus test:  We can ask ourselves the question, can I miss out or skip out of this (whatever it 
is) religious activity and still be okay with God?  Because if you can’t, you may just well have your theology 
wrong.   

This is one of the big questions Paul is posing to these Jewish and Gentile Christians in Rome through the letter 
to the Roman church.   

What is the difference between mechanical religious duty and heart felt devotion?   

Don’t forget, the Jewish people who came to embrace Jesus as the promised Messiah of the Old Testament, 
with all their customs and ceremonies, created the look, feel, tradition, rights, rituals, and overall culture of the 
Church in Rome.  There’s not much harder to give up or to change in our minds than deeply embedded 
traditions, especially ones dealing with our religious identity.   

Looking at chapters two and three specifically, Paul is dismantling this thinking and leveling the playing field for 
a group of people who felt special for a very long time.  After telling his readers in 2:29, “But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man 
but from God.” Paul anticipates his readers asking themselves something like:  

Well, if you’re saying that being Jewish is an inner heart thing and not an outward appearance thing, 
does it even matter I have Hebrew heritage?   

Using the common didactic form of making an argument, in 3:1-2 he asks these very questions, “what does it 
even matter if I’m Jewish? And what about circumcising, does that matter?”  

Philosophers and Sophists of Paul’s day, and many years prior, would have interlocutors, which are basically 
persons who would counter your arguments.  These people, either real or imaginary, would help to advance 
the debaters points by posing questions to counter the developing argument.  We, the readers today, need to 
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understand both positions to get the full meaning.  What was Paul trying to say and what motivates the 
questions from the other side - the Jewish person following Christ? Anticipating the question, he says, yes, it 
does matter; it is still very special to be Jewish, and here is why:   

Primarily, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  The biggest and most important block is the 
foundation of the Word of God.  Being Jewish means you have a family lineage directly connected to the very 
people God chose to reveal himself through His written and living word.  Paul calls them the “oracles of God.”  

This word is well known to the readers.  About 50 miles northwest of where Paul is writing from in the city of 
Corinth was the ancient town of Delphi.  By Paul’s day Delphi had lost some of its glamour, but all the people 
would have known its history.  During Isaiah and Jonah’s time, 700 years early, Delphi was in its prime season 
as a mystical and spiritual place where divine utterances were spoken.  Even the great Socrates himself went 
about philosophizing because of the “oracle of Delphi” and the supposedly divine words given to him about his 
great intellect and wisdom.      

Paul emphasizes, those of you who are Jewish, you have the very oracles, from the one and true God.  

In a world filled with many who claim to be speaking words of divine wisdom, there is still but only one true 
source for such words: The Word of God as revealed in the Old and New Testaments.    

Christians should be reminded how people all over the world are searching for divine oracles.  Book stores are 
filled with books on astrology, witchcraft, Buddhism, Transcendental Meditation, and myriad other methods 
men search in hope to receive a “divine oracle”. 

For those who have grown up in a heritage where the Word of God was foundational, do not despise the 
blessing of being born into such a family and heritage.  These ones have not grown up with the confusion of 
falsities.     

Paul’s heart to his fellow Jew is that this is one blessed advantage, and being Jewish is good.   

His second question is about the value of circumcision.  Since we don’t relate as well to this one in its actual 
sense, although the medical procedure of circumcision has benefits regarding a measure of cleanliness.  For 
application sake, consider asking the question, “What advantage is there being born into a Christian heritage 
and what is the value of baptism?” 

To some degree, the ritual, or sacrament of Baptism has become a new type of “circumcision”, at least in the 
effort to show via an outward sign the promise of covenant with God.   

Within Christian traditions there are differing views on water baptism typically defined as the following: 

Paedobaptism-   infant baptism, or baptizing babies, is a simplistic way to say this.   

Credobaptism-  baptizing a person old enough to make a cognitive decision and choose to be baptized.    

Infant baptism has been historically done for two different motives:  

1. The Catholic Church views it as a holy sacrament in which eternal salvation is linked, as seen in their 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 2nd edition 

a. Section 1250 – “Born with a fallen human nature and tainted by original sin, children also have need of the 
new birth in Baptism to be freed from the power of darkness and brought into the realm of the freedom of 
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the children of God, to which all men are called.  The sheer gratuitousness of the grace of salvation is 
particularly manifest in infant Baptism.  The Church and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace of 
becoming a child of God were they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth.”   

b. Section 1279 – “the fruit of baptism is a rich reality that includes forgiveness of original sin and all personal 
sins, birth into the new life by which man becomes an adoptive son of the Father, a member of Christ and a 
temple of the Holy Spirit”  

2. For those in the Reformed traditions, infant baptism is a sign of the covenantal covering God has made with 
the family, and that which family has over their children.   

a. In this manner, paedobaptism is not directly linked with eternal salvation, but linked with the 
promises God has given to the family who is founded on the truth of Scripture. Thereby they are 
dedicating and devoting their child asking God to keep this child within the covenant of grace.  

This latter ceremonial practice can be a very beautiful thing.  This concept is based on God’s covenants He 
makes with man throughout the history of the Israelite people.  As to the Catholic Church’s teaching, and others 
who associate merit to baptism, Scripture nowhere links the physical act of water baptism to eternal salvation.  
Those who attempt to draw such conclusions are using poor interpretive methods to support a preconceived 
doctrinal belief.     

Believer’s Baptism, also called, Credobaptism is what we practice here at Highland Gospel Community.   

The word itself, Credo means “a statement of belief.”  The question asked is, can the one being baptized 
articulate their faith in Christ?  Our church history and denominational affiliation has strong roots in the 
Anabaptist movement.  In short, Anabaptists were those who separated themselves during the time of the 
Reformation from both motives of infant baptism and decided to re-baptize adults, although they had formerly 
been water baptized in either the Catholic or Reformed tradition.  To great shame, both the Reformers and 
Catholics brutally persecuted these re-baptizers.      

Today, there are two main distinctions for why evangelical churches baptize persons mature enough to 
comprehend the symbolic ceremony.    

1. Some teach this act is linked directly with obedience to Christ and connected with a process 
of salvation.   

a. There are many popular denominations which teach unbaptized believers are, in 
essence, not saved.  They interpret Peter’s words in Acts 2:38 as a direct command 
and build a doctrine of grace-plus-baptism for salvation.     

2. Most evangelical churches see baptism, for non-infants or very young children, as symbolic.  
They are not ignoring Jesus’ command to be baptized, but not attributing merit in a process 
of salvation.   

a. Acts 22:16 - Symbol of sins being washed away 

b. Romans 6:4 - Symbol of death, burial, resurrection of Christ 

Although this briefly explains the technical side, here’s how it plays out in real life situations.   
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Years ago, I was speaking with a young couple at a book store as they were perusing books on witchcraft.  I 
began to dialog with them about the Bible and their spiritual searching.  There was no visible or verbal fruit 
one could ascertain from either of these young adults which would lend to the idea they had trusted Christ as 
their Savior.  However, one did mention, “oh, my grandfather is a Baptist pastor”.  

The implication was that a godly familial heritage granted divine favor.  This common misunderstanding for 
Americans today is one of the beliefs Paul addresses specifically in Romans 3.  Family lineage or religious 
ceremonial practice merits no favor with God.    

If a person is baptized as an infant but grows up behaving like a wild child living reckless and rebellious, one 
should ask the question:  what good was the baptism and does it even mean anything?   

It would be foolish for a parent to bank on the spiritual favor they believe they have from performing some 
type of spiritual ritualistic practice, such as baptism, or first communion, or catechism classes, etc.   

The same is true for adults who think the act of baptism will cleans them, save them, or keep them in grace.  

With all that said, are we implying Jesus negates family favor and covenantal customs?  No. These things are 
still a blessing, in so far as we understand them correctly.   

The New Living Translation is helpful for gaining understanding from this passage.  Paul’s writing can be slightly 
confusing with his didactic method.  Before we expound further, here is the text in more plain language:  

Romans – 3:1-8 

 1  Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? Is there any value in the ceremony of circumcision?  
 2  Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God.  
 3  True, some of them were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be 

unfaithful?  
 4  Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true. As the Scriptures say about him,  

“You will be proved right in what you say,  
and you will win your case in court.”  

 5  “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how righteous God is. 
Isn’t it unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.)  

 6  Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge the world?  
 7  “But,” someone might still argue, “how can God condemn me as a sinner if my dishonesty highlights his 

truthfulness and brings him more glory?”  
 8  And some people even slander us by claiming that we say, “The more we sin, the better it is!” Those who say 

such things deserve to be condemned.  
 

A few big points to extrapolate: Yes, it’s beneficial to be born into the family of faith.  Yes, it’s good if you 
practice religious rituals, if you know how they are tethered to spiritual truths.  

But, what if people are born into, and have been made to practice, but they are found to be unfaithful?  Does 
that mean God was not faithful to them?  Not at all.  It means each person stands and falls on their own.   

God is the righteous judge and His judgement deals with matters of the heart, not mechanical actions.   

One sticky area of this text comes up through Paul’s arguments.  He poses the notion that “if I am being used 
as an illustration by God, in that, my disobedience somehow draws attention to God’s faithfulness and His 
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holiness, isn’t he sovereign over me?  Then how can he blame me for doing something wrong when ultimately 
what I did wrong, brings glory to him?”     

If disobedient Jews helped bring the gentiles to faith, how does God consider their disobedience bad?   

To further the question, if that is true, wouldn’t it be good to keep on sinning?   

This is the equivalent of the foolish kid in a Christian home who wants a “good testimony”.  It’s as silly as 
hearing a teenager say, “yeah, my life is boring, growing up watching little house on the prairie, listening to 
Adventures in Odyssey, I think I’ll go get hooked on heroine and live on the streets, then dedicate my life to 
Jesus and become a pastor”.  

Paul says, if you really think that, your condemnation is just.  If you truly believe that somehow you can bring 
more glory to God by putting yourself deeper into a pit, and willingly jump into the pit, you’ll pay the price and 
reap what you have willingly sown.  Paul explains how this deranged theology in condemnable and any 
consequences are just.  

For some reason, Paul addresses this question because he had been accused of purporting this ridiculous 
notion.  This is one of the discussion points people are having in the early church so he makes mention of it.   

Remember, the church in Rome was founded by Messianic Jews, then converts from the outside entered, then 
the Jewish people were expelled from the city, then they moved back years later.  These are current church 
complexities in which Paul is helping them address.    

Getting back to his questions, in verse 9, yes, there is some advantage to being Jewish, but, no, there is not a 
huge advantage of being Jewish.  Because whether you’re Jewish or not, all are under sin.  Literally, slaves to 
sin.  Paul seemingly contradicts himself by saying yes, it’s good to be Jewish, then later, no, it’s not better to be 
Jewish, but these statements must be seen in context.  Having a strong biblical foundation is good but 
regardless, whether you do or don’t, we are all slaves to our sinful nature.   

He then illustrates the condemnation of global humanity by “pearl-stringing” about 6 or 7 verses from the Old 
Testament.  His Scripture memory is amazing as he links verses or portions of Psalms and other texts with a 
patterned approach.  In verses 13 – 18 he drives the point that “all” persons are unrighteous.  Humanity suffers 
the same sinful curse and our senses and mouths are corrupted.  He mentions “throat”, “tongues”, “lips”, 
“mouth”, “feet”, “eyes” – all of which have both been corrupted and are frequently used to display our 
corruption.         

Since all are under this universal curse of sin, in verse 20, Paul mentions that every human knows this because 
“through the law comes knowledge of sin”, and whether you have been given the Divine Law from Moses as a 
Jew, or the Natural Law through creation as a gentile, all are condemned and know it.     

Mark Twain once said, “it’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t understand that concern me, It’s the parts I do 
understand.”  Yes, once we comprehend our guilt, we must from thence look to acquit our guilt.     

Through the Law comes knowledge of sin and the whole world is condemned.  That’s the bad news.     

“How hard it is for the natural man to give up all pretension to righteousness and to fall down in the dust of 
self-judgment and repentance before God, only to find he is then in the very place where grace can meet him!”  

- H.A. Ironside  
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Moving into the final section of our text, and what several pastors have referred to as the “most important 
paragraph in all the Bible”, Romans 3:21-26, Paul exclaims how God’s “righteousness has been manifested 
apart from the law…”   

Because all have sinned and fallen short, and all are cursed under the law and their knowledge of sin, God has 
made His righteousness manifest on behalf of humanity in a way that is outside the law.  Because there is no 
way possible for man to follow the law blamelessly, God offered another way.   

In the Old Testament, God’s first covenant with man, He allowed the blood of animals to temporarily cover 
over man’s sin.  In this former contract, these were likened to payments being made; they were temporary, but 
this bill, the payment of sin, is due, and needs to be paid in full.   

God was just to call the bill due and require a payment for sin.  But, amazingly, He was also the Justifier, (the 
one who paid the bill), because He was the only one who could pay it!   “… in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.”  (3:25) 

He was gracious to accept the temporary payments the former Jews made while offering animals in faith, 
knowing God would see their heart and look over their sins.  This was foreshadowed at the shedding of blood 
of the first animals in Genesis chapter 3 and later put into practice with God’s people officially at Passover in 
Egypt (Exodus 12).  The blood of the lamb was placed on the door posts and the death angel passed over the 
homes of those who placed it there in faith.   

Hebrews 9:22:  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

It’s been said, “He paid a debt He didn't owe because we owed a debt we couldn't pay”  

God’s graciousness truly has been amazing towards a world condemned under the curse of sin.  However, a 
few questions should be addressed as we come to a close.  This section deals with fundamental questions 
about our relationship with God and His sovereignty.  Like the Jews who asked about fairness to use them as 
an example of God’s grace toward others and still punish them for their sinfulness, many today may wonder 
how God can condemn them when they “never wanted to be born to begin with”.   

This attitude can be likened to a Posture of Pride.  People ponder questions like, “I didn't ask to be born, so 
how can God condemn me as a sinner?” or “I didn't start the sin problem so why should I be the one to suffer 
for it?”   

However, these are ultimately unanswerable questions.   

The Posture of Humility responds very contrary.  When our spirit can say, “Oh wow, humanity started, and 
once the wheels were in place, sin became the unavoidable avalanche. But God, you did the only thing that 
could be done, you didn't leave us caught up in the fallout, you designed a rescue – the only rescue possible.”  

Through Jesus Christ, God did the only thing possible.  He condemned sin, of which each and every human is 
enslaved to, shed the only sinless blood available, and applies that blood to each sinner who by faith will 
receive it.  This is mercy.  This is what grace looks like.  This is the divine rescue.    

 


