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This book of the New Testament is the greatest treatise in Scripture calling for unification of two different 

views: the Jew and the Greek. 

 

Paul emphasizes God’s unique ability to join such contrary thoughts and worldviews.  Ironically, however, This 

particular book in the New Testament has caused tremendous controversy and continues to do so.   

 

In our own church network some have taken such hard and fast stances on the doctrines expounded upon by 

Paul within Romans, that church division was the result.  This is the sad commentary of immaturity played out.  

I even know of a young pastor instructed by his elders to not teach certain passages from this book due to 

their conflicting doctrinal views.    

 

With that said, we should approach Romans with an open mind and great eagerness to hear from a sovereign 

God, for truly these Scriptures are rich with purpose for His church.  

 

“This letter is truly the most important piece in the New Testament. It is purest Gospel. It is well worth 

a Christian's while not only to memorize it word for word but also to occupy himself with it daily, as 

though it were the daily bread of the soul. It is impossible to read or to meditate on this letter too 

much or too well. The more one deals with it, the more precious it becomes and the better it tastes.” 

“Up to now it has been darkened by many a useless comment, but it is in itself a bright light, almost 

bright enough to illumine the entire Scripture.” 
- Martin Luther – introduction to commentary on Romans 1545 

 

Another great theological mind from the Protestant Reformation, Philip Melanchthon, referred to Romans as 

“an outline and compendium of all Christian doctrine”.  

 

In order to embrace Romans in a fresh light, let us understand:  

1. Too often it has been read to support certain theological tenants 

2. This is not a standalone treatise on justification 

a. It is a personal letter from Paul, with a purpose, to a target audience 

b. Paul wrote this letter while living in the city of Corinth (most scholarship agrees) 

i. As he thought about this letter and formulated these doctrinal ideas he lived among the 

people of Corinth  

3. Many of us have been brought up in certain traditions being taught what Romans must mean so we get 

caught in always reading into Romans what we believe we must see   

 

“The mystery of God is always more difficult to domesticate than our traditions tend to admit” 

 - David DeSilva  

 

Simply stated: God works in ways we don’t understand and often don’t agree with.  He doesn’t have to ask us. 
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Romans 1: 1 – 6 begins Paul’s greeting.  Found within, our author identifies himself and states he is a “servant” 

and has been divinely “called” to serve the church as an apostle.   

 

The term “servant” used here is the common Greek word, doulos.   

Within the NT this word has a range of three meanings:    

1. Slaves were often stolen away from other lands, captured in battle, and seen as property 

2. Bondservants were at many times indentured to a master and able to purchase their freedom 

3. Servants were simply that, a household errand runner and general servant   

 

The term doulos is used as a title by several NT authors and can be interchanged with any of the semantic 

ranged words above to describe their relationship to Jesus.   

 

“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ…”  (James 1:1)  

“Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ…” (2 Peter 1:1)  

“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James…” (Jude 1:1) 

 

If the apostles and brothers of Jesus Christ have the humility to refer to themselves as either a “slave”, a 

“bondservant”, or a “servant” of Christ, certainly we too should see ourselves in like relationship.   

 

Paul tells the Roman church he has been “set apart” for the Gospel of God.  This Greek word means literally, 

“to mark off by boundaries” and is the same word used in Acts 13:2 “set apart for me Paul and Barnabas.”  

  

In order to understand our author a little bit, we should know Paul wasn’t “called” immediately after 

conversion.  A brief timeline would look something like:  

 

Conversion to Christ  34AD 

Time of study / Isolation 34 – 46AD (12 years) 

Moved to Antioch  46AD 

Calling “set apart”   47AD 

Ministry years   47 – 65AD (18 years) 

 

Many readers of the Bible have an assumption that Paul was converted on the road to Damascus and 

immediately became the grandiose apostle we see him as.  However, it is key to note this was after a radical 

conversation experience, but, it was also after a decade of laying low in his home town.  It was not until the 

church in Antioch was growing and Barnabas thought Paul may be able to help shoulder some of the teaching 

load.   Paul’s life looked more like:  
 

- Years of study   

- Years of quiet time   

- Years of growing with Jesus 

- Begins helping in the local church at Antioch for about a year  

- Then the time came when God specifically set him apart and he began his mission 

- Paul, the Christ follower, stepping into his role as apostle for Jesus 
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The doctrines of grace must be worked out in our own hearts before we rightly instruct others.  Patience.   

  

All Christians are called to serve one another through the expression of the local church.  Like a healthy family, 

everyone pitches in and shares the load using the measure of strength and giftedness each possesses.   

 

God will give to the family specific roles of leadership and gifts for proper order and accomplishing the 

necessary tasks at hand:  Apostles, Prophets, Teachers, Shepherds, Evangelists 

 

Each with their own distinct role and each with a distinct gifting.  As well, each with a timeline of where and 

how they serve but most importantly all are called to serve the local church family.    

 

You’ll find freedom in two things by understanding this:  

1. You have specific spiritual gifts – God has made you with certain motivations of the heart and mind.  

They almost always coincide with what you enjoy doing and others affirm you have the talent to 

accomplish.   

a. Be free and serve how you’ve been made 

2. Every local church family has leaders with differing spiritual gifts – intrinsic God given abilities 

which are to be a benefit to the local church in which they are placed.  

a. Find freedom by letting your leaders be who they are without assuming every leader must 

fit a particular leadership mold.   

i. To use a sports analogy, a good quarterback makes a lousy defensive lineman.   

1. Within the church, elders and deacons are called to serve and shepherd the 

flock of God.  Not every elder can teach well from the pulpit and not every 

deacon can replumb the church bathroom.   

2. The best “teams” will find success when the right people are in the right 

places and the whole family celebrates the difference instead of assuming 

every person should behave and fulfill their leadership duties in the same 

manner.  Let leaders lead, let skillful musicians play, let evangelists preach 

the gospel, let mercy-filled elders visit the sick, and in this way the parts of 

the body will accomplish the mission at hand.       

 

In verse 2 Paul mentions “the gospel” which God had promised beforehand “through his prophets.”  He is 

linking the Good News of Jesus Christ with the Old Testament because the early church did not partition the 

Word of God as we do today.  There was only the Old Testament.   Paul clearly saw and taught the 

continuation of God’s fulfilled promise.  Jesus is the Messiah foretold and the promised King the entire 

Israelite community had been waiting for.   

 

In verse 3 Paul says Jesus, “descended from David according to the flesh” working to prove Jesus was in the 

bloodline of the Jewish Kingship.   

 

This is a slight apologetic nod, helping to prove the Bibles authenticity.  The larger metanarrative found 

throughout the Scriptures points to Christ as the coming ruler.   
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A metanarrative is the overarching story, or theme, behind the collection of individual stories.  If one is 

familiar with the great novel, Les Miserables, by Victor Hugo, they would know about multiple characters, 

plots and subplots, antagonists and protagonists, love and loss, war, freedom, etc.   

 

However, the overarching theme, as I would define it could be summarized as:  Grace redeems, granting 

wisdom, and triumphs over both legalism and folly.  

 

In the first few verses in Romans, Paul begins connecting the larger picture of the Old Testament and will in 

some ways continue throughout this letter pointing to the fulfillment of the promises in Jesus Christ.  This 

metanarrative looks like: Gods favor upon a nation, their ultimate rejection, God’s faithfulness to not only 

them, but also to the rest of humanity, His plan for redemption fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the equalizing of all 

humans by total depravity and judgement of the law, and God’s preordained rescue for any who would believe 

regardless of nationality or heritage.   

 

After a six verse greeting, verse 7 addresses the letter to “To all those in Rome who are loved by God and 

called to be saints.”    

   

Who are these people?   

 

Our author has never been to this church although he knows many people here, but has not yet had the 

opportunity to visit Rome.  Likely, they were a growing church started from visitors during Pentecost around 

30AD and travelers who sojourned or moved back and forth from areas with Christian churches.    

 

At the time of the writing, Rome had around 40 or 50 thousand Jews in the city because Emperor Pompey the 

Great brought many Jews back to Rome as slaves after conquering Jerusalem in 63 BC.  However, around 90 

years later, in 49AD, about two years into Paul’s ministry, Emperor Claudius expelled some segment of the 

Jewish people from the city of Rome.   

 

This is why Paul met Priscilla and Aquila, a husband and wife who were also leather workers; while in Corinth 

after being kicked out of Rome they met and begin a ministry friendship / partnership.    

 

Why were Jews kicked out?   

 

The historian Suetonius recorded “a dispute over one named “Chrestus” caused division”.  This, as most 

scholars agree, was a misunderstanding of the name Christ.  Inside the Jewish community, the Christian 

doctrine of grace and the fulfillment of messianic promises caused great division in many synagogues, 

certainly Rome would be no exception.   

 

The result of the internal factions caused the outside government to crack down on the whole Jewish 

community.  Once many of these Jews, including those who followed Jesus as Messiah, left the city, the next 

many years took on a much different flavor inside the church.   
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The first 15 to 20 years of the Christian church in Rome would have looked very Jewish.   Although they would 

have taught Christ as the Messianic fulfillment of the OT, many customs and traditions would have remained.  

After Claudius kicked out the Jewish people only the Gentile Christians were left.   

 

That’s when the culture inside the church began to change.  When Claudius died many of the Jewish Christians 

moved back and, uh oh, they began thinking, “My church is different and I don’t like it.”   

 

This is the backstory for why Paul speaks so much to the Jew and the Greek.  This helps develop one great 

theme:  The Gospel is for ALL NATIONS and with ALL NATIONS, each local church will vary in cultural 

expression of worship, music, customs, etc.   

 

It would be only 7 or 8 years after this letter was written when Nero would be emperor and cause great 

persecution in the city of Rome.  By that time however, the church was distinctively Christian looking and was 

non-Jewish.  They had evolved into their own style separate from the Jewish community. 

 

Paul encourages his audience in verse 8 saying, “your faith is proclaimed in all the world”.  They are known by 

other congregations for their deep abiding faith. 

   

Most groups are known for something.  There are typically a few descriptive words which could be used when 

talking about the church down the street, or a denomination:  e.g. Southern Baptists are known for global 

missions and their tremendous monetary support to reach the lost. Calvary Chapel is known for hearty biblical 

teaching done exegetically.  Our local church is marked with a rich community connectivity.  The emphasis of 

“doing life together” is part of our DNA and has marked us as a fellowship.    

 

In verse 9 Paul is “asking that God would allow me to visit you”.  This is a specific prayer request clearly letting 

them know he wants to come and meet them all face to face.  His motives for the visit, are two-fold, one of 

which he mentions here in verse 11. Paul sees himself coming to “impart” a gift to the church. This word is 

used five times in the NT, four of which are by Paul.      

 

He has something he wants to share with them.  This is the same “imparting” Jesus says to whoever has two 

tunics, that they should “share” – “impart” to him with none.   

 

There’s something about stirring up one another face to face.  The joy of connecting relationally which 

happens in community group or on Sunday mornings, or over lunch, etc.  This is me to you and you to me.  You 

tell me your stories of the faith about how God has worked in your life and I’ll tell you my stories.  Together 

we will both be encouraged.  

 

As an illustration, a dear sister in our fellowship, Jessica Morse, had a Grandfather named Chuck Ramsey.   

Chuck served as a missionary in Bolivia for 60 years.  When I first met Jessica and her husband, I heard about 

Chuck from Jessica.  Later, I was privileged to meet Chuck here in Fort Wayne as I sat and listened to him tell 

stories of God’s faithfulness over his 60 years of ministry.  The icing on the cake was when I saw in Bolivia the 

fruit of his ministry during a weeklong visit to Santa Cruz.   
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This was one example of how my faith is built through the imparting of a gift of faith from another brother.  

Chuck’s life encourages me as a younger pastor to continue pressing on through years of joy or hardship.   

 

The apostle Paul knows the Roman Christians will bless him because he’s heard about them, he has met some 

of them, he wants to listen face to face when he sees them one day.  What a great reminder as Paul models 

for us that he is not so arrogant as to think, “I’m the man, and God’s anointing is on me”  

 

How arrogant for a servant of God to be puffed up thinking, “give me the mic, I’ve got a word from God and I’ll 

do all the blessing”.  Ministry is a give and receive relationship, learning from and encouraging one another.     

 

Paul mentions in verse 15 that he is “eager to preach the gospel”.  Ironically, his audience is the Christian 

church whose lives have already been transformed by the gospel.  This dispels the notion that hearing the 

good news of Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and subsequent return to the earth, is a onetime thing.   

 

The Good News is the message God uses to initialize salvation, but it is also the mechanism God uses in the life 

of the believer to spur them on to more good works.  Comprehending God’s gospel message will liberate us 

from the quagmire of shame.  Christians need to both remember and rehears God’s grand plan for salvation, 

not only as a means to spur us on toward evangelistic efforts in winning lost people, but also to motivate us in 

living transparent lives wherein we can confess our sins, embrace our frailty, and keep our spirits humble.  The 

gospel points back to the cross where all humanity is seen as equal.   

  

In the final verses for this section, 16 – 17, Paul declares “I’m not ashamed of this Gospel!” because within the 

great message of God’s plan of redemption, “…the righteousness of God is revealed”.  

 

This “righteousness” of God revealed is best understood in this context as, a righteousness that GOD will 

provide.  In the gospel, which Paul is so eager to preach to his brothers and sisters, there is a reminder that 

God’s righteousness has been given to those who by faith receive it.  The good news is not simply knowing 

God’s righteousness, thereby being condemned and unable to live up to it; the good news is having God’s 

righteousness applied to one’s heart, therefore, “the righteous shall live by faith”.   

 

Quoting Habakkuk 2:4, Paul wants to encourage the hearts of the Roman church, and our hearts today, 

reminding us that the gospel of God has the power to bring you into the family, sustain you throughout life, 

and will deliver you safely home to Jesus!  

 

 

 


